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Madison Blaze 2014 Recap 

Written by: Andy Thorland 

 

In their first season under new 

ownership and new 

management in the Madison 

Blaze burned through the 

IWFL Midwest division, on 

their way to a division 

championship. In year two 

they looked to build upon the 

success of 2013 and set the 

bar high in the offseason. 

After a disappointing loss to 

Houston in their playoff 

opener in 2013, the Blaze 

would settle for nothing less 

than a Championship in 2014.  

“I’m already anxious to get 

back out there and play again. 

I feel like this is a special team 

and a great group of players. 

This is a championship caliber 

team, and my goal for next 

season is to continue get better 

and to win the championship” 

said running back Kara Haines 

shortly after the 2013 season 

came to an end. 

It’s always been said that great 

teams can overcome adversity 

and learn to band together as 

one. Before the 2014 began 

the Blaze would suffer a 

devastating blow as former 

coach and mentor Mark 

McLaughlin would pass away.  

McLaughlin, who the players 

called Coach Mac, throughout 

the season, would give out an 

award for outstanding play. 

The award was a 2x4 with a 

nail in it and a rock glued to it, 

called the “Hard as a Rock, 

Tough as Nails” award.  This 

would become the slogan for 

the 2014 Madison Blaze as the 

team would personify this 

style of play throughout the 

season. 

 

The 2014 season was 

dedicated to Coach Mac, and 

the Blaze opened up the 

season on April 12th, beating 

the Iowa Crush in Iowa in a 

defensive slugfest 7-6. After 

the victory against Iowa, the 

Blaze would host the 

Minnesota Vixen in their 

home opener on May 3rd.   In 

front of a pumped up home 

crowd the Madison Blaze 

defeated the Vixen 14-0. The 

buzz after the game was that 

of a very excited group of 

ladies. This team knew it was 

a special team, but yet the 

Blaze remained humble.  
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Defensive linemen Karen 

Heizman explained, “We just 

have to take it one game at a 

time. We can’t get ahead of 

ourselves; we have to focus on 

each game, and continue to 

get better. We feel we still 

have a lot that we can 

improve.”  

After a 29-12 victory on the 

road against the in state rival 

Wisconsin Warriors, and a 27-

0 victory at home against the 

Iowa Crush, the Blaze would 

suffer their first loss on a rainy 

night in Minnesota, losing 18-

14 to the Vixen. What would 

come next would be a very 

emotional night for not only 

the Madison Blaze, but also 

the fans as well their 

opponents the Wisconsin 

Warriors who McLaughlin 

had also coached. On June 

14th in the last regular season 

game the Madison Blaze 

would honor Coach Mac in a 

ceremony on the field before 

the game, which would 

include his family as well as 

players. 

 

With emotion riding high 

from the pre-game ceremony 

the Blaze would erupt for their 

highest point total of the 

season, beating the Warriors 

40-14 behind 324 all-purpose 

yards and four touchdowns 

from Kara Haines.  The 

victory would clinch another 

Midwest Division 

championship and a home 

playoff game, which would be 

their first home playoff game 

in Blaze History. The home 

playoff game would turn out 

to be a huge hit for the fans, as 

it was the largest turnout of 

the season. Before the game, 

the Blaze honored the family 

members of the entire roster. 

Unfortunately, the Blaze 

would suffer another loss to 

Houston, however they still 

received an invitation to the 

IWFL Founders Bowl. 

“After a tough loss at home 

against Houston it was tough 

to bounce back, but we are 

such a tight-knit family that 

bouncing back was the only 

option. We knew we were a 

better team than what we 

showed against Houston and 

we were going to prove it. We 

had a great couple of weeks of 

practice and you could just tell 

the team was focused” said 

Quarterback Sheena 

Hirschfield. 

In the Founders Bowl, the 

Madison Blaze brought fourth 

that “Tough as Nails” attitude 

and beat a tough Baltimore 

Nighthawks team 31-14 to 

capture the Founders Bowl 

Championship, with Kara 

Haines being named the 

game’s Most Valuable Player.  
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From the start of the 2014 

season the Blaze had set the 

bar high and in the end it was 

a great feeling as they hoisted 

the Founders Bowl trophy 

high above their heads. From 

the veteran players who had 

been with team through the 

ownership change to the 

players who were in their first 

year, it was a feeling of 

accomplishment that could not 

be matched. They fought 

through adversity and tough 

losses, which throughout the 

season brought added 

motivation. This was a special 

team, with an incredible group 

of women who achieved their 

ultimate goal.  

“Winning the Founders Bowl 

was an experience that words 

can’t even come close to 

describing. Every practice, 

film session, fundraiser and 

team bonding event lead us to 

this one game. To have every 

minute of hard work and 

dedication that we put into the 

season pay off with this win, 

and a championship ring is 

absolutely amazing. There is 

no greater feeling than the 

feeling of having your team 

play their hearts out and truly 

come together as one. It’s a 

day and a season that I’ll 

never forget” explained kicker 

Chelsea Alt. 

The Blaze would also have an 

incredible nine players 

including Chelsea Alt, Tiffany 

Loomis, Kara Haines, Tiffany 

Lein, Pam Close, Katie Meir, 

Brianna Smith, Becky Havens, 

Lisa Hochschild and one 

coach, defensive coordinator, 

Rick Heuer elected to the 

2014 All Star team. 

What’s next for the Madison 

Blaze in 2015? “Winning the 

Founders Bowl was my 

greatest football experience to 

date. We ended the season on 

a high note, but still know that 

we can do even better. I’m 

ready to start off the 2015 

season already and start 

working together. Next year, 

all eyes are on the World 

Championship” says 

Hirschfield. 

 


